EARLY MOVEMENTS  OF THE  WAR
who paid not punctually and exactly for what they
had ; and there was not the least violence or disorder
amongst the common soldiers in their march which
escaped exemplary punishment; so that at
Bromigham, a town so generally wicked that it had
risen upon small parties of the King's, and killed or
taken them prisoners and sent tliem to Coventry,
declaring a more peremptory malice to his Majesty
than any other place, two soldiers were executed for
having taken some trifle of no value out of a house
whose owner was at that time in the rebels' army.'
It is high testimony to the character of Englishmen
that in this conflict where internal feud seldom failed
to intensify the bitterness of any action in the field,
unauthorised licence and malignancy were rare.
The spirit by which the Puritan troops were
inspired has been a constant theme of this story, but
although it was less prevalent among the Cavaliers,
it furnished them also with many examples of pure
and pious devotion. At Edgehill there were many
Brookes of Warwick in the Puritan field, but among
the Cavaliers there were not a few Jacob Astleys.
Addressing his men in Purple, recruited from the
heart of his beloved midlands, the young Puritan
commander said, in words that echoed the great poet
who had then been dead twenty-five years : ' Per-
suasions to valiant men, as I know you to be, are
useless ; and if I thought there were any of you that
was not to be incited more by the justice of the quarrel
than any oratory to fight in this cause, surely I would
rather wish his room than his company.' He then
made a shrewd thrust at the mercenaries who with
long records in the German wars had offered their
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